The term, as usually applied however, refers to the effects of an invasion of the lower intestine with one or other of two very definite pathogenic organisms?Entamoeba histolytica and the dysentery group bacilli. I do not propose to consider any of the other types of dysentery.
It would be quite impossible in the time at my disposal to give you an exhaustive survey even of these two types of the disease, nor do I believe that you would derive much benefit if I attempted to do so. 1 intend to refer to certain 'aspects of the disease alone, and, in doing so, to bring to your notice some of the points which have impressed themselves upon me during the time I have been interested in this subject.
When I first commenced to study this disease in 1912 it was generally considered that two types of dysentery existed in this country :?
(1) Jail or institutional dysentery which was due to a bacillary cause and had a special epidemiology of its own ; and (2) The dysentery found in the civil population which varied considerably in severity and was considered to be most commonly amoebic in origin.
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